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Taking a Hay Sample
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2.
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4.

To get a representative sample, use a
hay probe (bale core) and insert it at
least 18 to 24 inches into the bale.
Square bales: select a minimum of 20
average-looking bales for coring.
Collect a core from each bale by
probing into one end of the bale at
right angles to the surface. Combine
the cores in a bucket and mix
thoroughly to fill a one-gallon plastic
zip-lock bag.
Round bales: select a minimum of 10
representative bales and collect two
cores from the circumference of each
bale.
Because round bales are
normally stored outside and subjected
to weathering, remove the outer layer
before sampling. Combine the cores in
a bucket and mix thoroughly to fill a
one-gallon size plastic zip-lock bag.
Label each bag with your name,
location, date, address, and type of
forage.
Also include the sample
information inside the bag if the
sample is completely dry. For wet
samples such as baleage/haylage or
silage, please overnight the sample
early in the week.

For more detailed information on collecting
a hay sample, contact your local county
extension office or refer to Publication 2895
in MSUCares.com

Mission Statement
The mission of the MSCL is to
provide the analytical data to
ensure the quality, accurate
labeling, and safety of all
human
foods,
fertilizers,
animal feeds, pesticides, and
petroleum products sold in the
State of Mississippi. Analyses
are routinely performed to
supply information required for
regulatory action by the
Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce
(MDAC), Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI), and other
regulatory agencies for the
State. Under
Mississippi’s
amended Food Law of 1997,
the MSCL has been given
primary
responsibility
for
providing chemical, physical,
and microbiological analytical
services in support of food
regulatory programs.
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310 President’s Circle
1145 Hand Lab
Mississippi State, MS 39762
662-325-3324
http://www.mscl.msstate.edu

Sample Submission
Information
 Visit website to printout a full
size submission form.
 Contact the lab if you require
any assistance.
 Mail the form and sample along
with payment. No results will
be released until payment has
been secured.
 If you are planning to send large
numbers of samples, please call
so arrangements such as a quote
can be made.

Submission Codes



Sample Analysis
 Standard analysis by NIR should be reported
within 3 working days from when the sample is
received. ($15.00 per sample)
 Wet chemistry is available. Please see website
for prices and turn around times.
(http://www.mscl.msstate.edu)

